
DANCE STRUCTURE AND FEES FOR 2022-2023 

NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2022 

Hello everyone: 

September is fast approaching, and Meri Squares will resume a full dance schedule for 2022-

2023. However, there are some significant changes that I would like to share with you. See 

further below for a summary. 

Dancing in September 

For the past few years, Meri Squares has been losing members and operating at a deficit. This is 

not a sustainable model. For that reason, your Executive team looked at ways to attract more 

dancers and reduce Club expenses. We have also planned for a break-even budget in 2022-2023. 

However, since we do not know how many dancers we will have, we have based our fees on 40 

returning Mainstream and Plus dancers and 16 Social Square Dancing (SSD) dancers. Hopefully, 

we will see greater numbers and can perhaps adjust fees for the January to April 2023 session. 

At the AGM in April, members voted to use the Social Square Dancing program on a trial basis. 

This replaces our usual Basic level. The SSD program will be taught starting on September 27. 

There will be a free Kick-Off dance at the J.A. Dulude Arena from 7:00-9:00 pm on September 

20 to which all levels of dancers are invited.  

Returning Basic Meri Squares members should plan to join the SSD program. They will learn 

their remaining Basic moves and some Mainstream moves. To keep costs down, the SSD 

program will be danced at the J.A. Dulude Arena from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. The cost of this 

program is $130 for the entire session from September 27 to December 13, 2022, with no option 

for a nightly fee for SSD dancers. 

Returning Mainstream and Plus dancers are invited to dance on Thursday evenings at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church beginning September 8, 2022. The full Mainstream program 

will be offered from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 pm. From 8:00 pm to 8:15 pm, John will teach one Plus 

move to the Mainstream dancers (and then review and incorporate it in subsequent evenings). 

The cost of the Mainstream program has been set at $95 for the session from September to 

December 2022. This fee strikes a balance between the shorter dance time for Mainstream 

dancers than in the past and the likelihood of fewer dancers to cover costs.  

On Thursdays, from 8:15 to 9:30 p.m., John will call the full Plus program. The fee for this level 

is set at $120 for the session from September to December 2022. In addition, Plus dancers may 

attend the full evening of dance from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm. This will reinforce their Mainstream 

moves, provide a review of Plus moves as John teaches them to the Mainstream dancers, and 

offer an opportunity for all members to socialize and support each other. The fee for Plus dancers 

strikes a balance between the shorter dedicated dance time for Plus dancers than before the 

pandemic and the fewer number of dancers expected to return. 

The nightly fee for Mainstream and Plus dancers who do not pay the sessional fee will be $10.  

Both Mainstream and Plus members who have paid the sessional fee are strongly encouraged to 

attend the SSD program on Tuesday evenings, at no extra charge, to serve as angels (experienced 

dancers) for new and returning Basic dancers. Mainstream and Plus dancers who have not paid 

the sessional fee are required to pay $10 when dancing SSD. Come support this new program! 

  



Your Executive team recognizes that these fees are an increase from those paid before the 

pandemic, but they are necessary if we are to be viable as we rebuild. We cannot continue to 

operate in deficit if we wish Meri Squares to exist long term. The current uncertainty requires a 

cautious approach.  

Anyone with concerns about paying their full fee by September 30 may speak to the Treasurer, 

Gerry Lelievre (gerryL44@gmail.com or 613-225-0333). 

 

Outstanding credits 

Club members were given a $35 credit when the Club stopped dancing in March 2020. Members 

have been advised on several occasions that they could request a refund, apply the credit to their 

future dance fees, or donate the credit to the Club. Some dancers have already donated their 

credit (thank you!) and others used it when dancing in 2021 and 2022. If you wish to donate your 

credit, please let us know. 

All members who have not used or claimed their credit must do so by October 1, 2022. After 

October 1, we will assume you are donating the amount to the Club. You may certainly apply the 

credit to your dance fees: just let the Treasurer or Membership Coordinator know when 

registering in September. If you wish a refund of your credit, please contact Gerry 

(gerryL44@gmail.com or 613-225-0333). 

 

COVID Protocol 

Meri Squares will continue to require all dancers to show proof of three vaccinations. Hand 

sanitizer will be used when leaving a square. At present, the use of masks is highly 

recommended by Ottawa Public Health. In the past, Meri Squares required masks to be worn the 

entire dance time. We will wait to see what requirements are mandated by Westminster Church 

and OPH when we start dancing in September. Members should be prepared to dance wearing a 

mask. For your information, members who danced in fall 2021 and spring 2022, found that a 

mask did not create a problem when dancing. More importantly, Meri Squares had NO reported 

cases of COVID stemming from our dance activities. 

 

Summary 

Basic/SSD: Tuesdays, September 27 – December 13, 2022, J.A. Dulude Arena, 941 Clyde Ave, 

Ottawa, 7:00 pm -9:00 pm   Sessional fee: $130 

Mainstream: Thursdays, September 8 to December 15, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 470 

Roosevelt Ave, Ottawa, 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm   Sessional fee: $95 

Plus: Thursday, September 8 to December 15, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 470 Roosevelt 

Ave, Ottawa, 8:00 – 9:30 pm (may come from 7:00 pm on)  Sessional fee: $120 

Nightly fee Mainstream and Plus: $10 

Mainstream and Plus will also be charged the $8 fee collected by EOSARDA for insurance and 

membership. This fee is incorporated in the SSD fee. 

Mainstream and Plus may attend SSD at no extra charge if they have paid their sessional fee. 

Otherwise the cost is $10 per SSD night. 

 

The full dance schedule can be found at www.merisquatres.ca/schedule  
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Talk to us 

If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please reach out to any member of the 

Executive team (see list on website: www.merisquares.ca). We are here to ensure Meri Squares 

continues to thrive and that depends on you, the dancers. 

Looking forward to seeing you in September. 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

Lamarmason4@gmail.com   613-221-9188 
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